[Are psychiatric disorders identified and treated by in-prison health services?].
The prevalence in Norwegian prisons of psychiatric disorders in relation to the treatment potential in the prison health system has not been properly examined. The prevalence of psychiatric disorders, drug problems and personality disorders was examined in a prison population in the western health region in Norway. Additionally, treatments of these disorders were surveyed. The methods used were structured clinical interviews, self reports and reviews of medical case notes. Psychiatric disorders in need of treatment were found in 18 out of 40 interviewed inmates. Of these 18, 13 actually received treatment with psychoactive medication. Criteria for alcohol and drug addiction or misuse were fulfilled by over 90%. Personality disorders were found in 80% and antisocial personality disorder in more than 60%. The prevalence of psychiatric disorders including personality disorders and drug addiction is high among inmates. Compared to international studies, more of the inmates with psychiatric disorders that we interviewed receive psychoactive medication.